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which we received from our English forefathers has been wrought 
upon, split up and well-nigh metamorphosed by the statutes and 
judicial determinations of more than two score of independent sov- 
ereignties, so that now the law of any given State cannot be deter- 
mined by reference to the law of England or of any of the sister 
States. It is the special credit of Mr. Dembitz that he has thor- 
oughly collated, and, as far as possible, harmonized all the sta- 
tutes and decisions of the various States and Territories of the 
Union. It is to be noticed that this is not a treatise on the gen- 
eral law of real property. "It deals only with the title, or in- 
cumbrances upon it, not with the personal obligations that may 
arise between owner and possessor, landlord and tenant," etc. 
Hence the mode of regaining possession is not considered. In- 
corporeal hereditaments, are also outside the general scope, the 
treatise being confined to land. 

Foster on the Constitution. Commentaries on the Constitution 
of the United States, Historical and Judicial, with Observations 
upon the Ordinary Provisions of State Constitutions, and a Com- 
parison with the Constitutions of other Countries. By Roger 
Foster, of the New York Bar, author of A Treatise on Federal 
Practice, and Lecturer on Federal Jurisprudence at the Yale Law 
School. Volume I., 716 pp. Sheep, $5.00 net; cloth, $4.50 net. 
The Boston Book Company, Boston, 1895. 

This is at once a complete constitutional history of the United 
States and a compilation of all the precedents which aid in the 
construction of the Federal Constitution. The author narrates 
the proceedings in the Federal Convention leading to the adop- 
tion of the Constitution ; compares it with the provisions upon 
the same subject in the constitutions of the different States and 
foreign countries; describes the historical precedents upon its 
construction and collects all judicial decisions upon this point. 
He presents fully the result of recent researches into the sources 
of the constitution and the intentions of its powers; and dis- 
cusses at length the theories of nullification and secession, the 
constitutional history of the Confederate States, the reconstruct- 
ive measures, and later developments bearing upon the interpre- 
tation of the constitution, all in a spirit of judicial impartiality. 
The first volume terminates with the subject of impeachments, 
and this topic is treated in a most thorough and comprehensive 
manner. 



